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Members QUARTS LAB Working Group

DR. OLIVER STERTHAUS
PHD, BIOLOGIST, ESHRE SENIOR CLINICAL EMBRYOLOGIST

OLTEN
CHAIRMAN QUARTS WORKING GROUP

DR. MED. MONIKA FAH
FMH GYNAECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

SPECIALIST IN REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE AND GYNAECOLOGICAL
ENDOCRINOLOGY
WINTERTHUR

DR. MED. FELIX HABERLIN
FMH GYNAECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

SPECIALIST IN REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE AND
GYNAECOLOGICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY
ST. GALLEN

ALEJANDRO MONTOYA
MSC, MBA, BIOLOGIST, ESHRE SENIOR CLINICAL EMBRYOLOGIST

ZURICH

JOSEFINA VARGAS

MSC, BIOLOGIST, ESHRE SENIOR CLINICAL EMBRYOLOGIST
LAUSANNE




Members QUARTS MED Working Group

DR. MED. MARKUS BLEICHENBACHER

FMH GYNAECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

SPECIALIST IN REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE AND GYNAECOLOGICAL
ENDOCRINOLOGY

MSC CLINICAL EMBRYOLOGY

CHAM

DR. MED. MISCHA SCHNEIDER
FMH GYNAECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

SPECIALIST IN REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE AND GYNAECOLOGICAL
ENDOCRINOLOGY
BADEN

Dr. Sabine Steimann left the QUARTS LAB and QUARTS MED Working
Groups. As a founding member, she significantly shaped the development
and establishment of both QUARTS LAB and QUARTS MED systems. We
thank her for her invaluable contributions and wish her well in her future
endeavors. Additionally, we welcome Monika Fah, who joined the
QUARTS LAB Working Group. Her expertise will undoubtedly be of great
value for the QUARTS LAB Working Group.




QUARTS Accredited
Laboratories

The number of QUARTS-accredited laboratories remains consistent with the previous year.

Kinderwunschzentrum Klinik St. Anna,

Fertisuisse AG, Olten, SO (2018) Lucerne, LU (2018)

Kinderwunsch- und Hormonzentrum LUKS,

fiore LAB AG, St. Gallen, SG (2018) Lucerne, LU (2020)

Gyn A.R.T. AG, Zurich, ZH (2018) Kopelli Klinik, Pfaffikon, SZ (2020)

Labor fiir Reproduktionsmedizin
Kinderwunsch Cham, Cham, ZG (2020) Universitatsklinik fir Frauenheilkunde
Inselspital Bern, Bern, BE (2020)

Kinderwunschzentrum Admira Winterthur, Milagro Kinderwunsch- und IVF-Zentrum ,
Winterthur, ZH, (2019) Kreuzlingen, TG (2020)

Ki”derW”"SChze"(tzr(‘J‘”;)Bade“' Baden, AG OVA IVF Clinic Zurich, Zurich, ZH (2020)
1

In 2024, the following laboratories completed their re-accreditation audits:
» Kinderwunschzentrum Baden
» Kinderwunschzentrum Winterthur
« Kopelli Klinik
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Activities QUARTS
LAB Working Group

Adjustment of QUARTS Requirements Specification

As already informed in the last annual report, the QUARTS Requirements Specification has been updated. As
a brief summary, in response to the updated version of the ISO 15189 standards, the QUARTS Working
Group reviewed the QUARTS Requirements Specification. Furthermore, KPIs for cryopreserved oocytes have
been added to the latest version. Further minor adjustments were made, highlighted in yellow in the
document comparing V3.4 with V3.5. The new version was published in March 2024.

Changes in the QUARTS Auditor Pool

In 2024 two new QUARTS LAB auditors were recruited. They both fulfill the qualification criteria defined by
the QUARTS LAB Working Group.

Improving Political Acceptance of the QUARTS System

Efforts to improve the political acceptance of the QUARTS system are ongoing. By engaging with policymakers
and emphasizing the unique benefits of QUARTS, we aim to solidify the recognition of the QUARTS LAB
System.

New Logos

With the renaming of the QUARTS systems, two new logos were developed to distinguish QUARTS LAB and
QUARTS MED. These logos symbolize the distinct yet interconnected roles of the two systems:

) auarTs L b auarts..

Quality for Assisted - Quality for Assisted
Reproductive Technologies Reproductive Technologies
in Switzerland in Switzerland


https://www.doc-cert.com/files/1120/20230110-quarts-anforderungskatalog-3-5-en-final-changes-marked.pdf
https://www.doc-cert.com/files/1120/20230110-quarts-anforderungskatalog-3-5-en-final-changes-marked.pdf
https://www.doc-cert.com/files/1121/20230110-quarts-anforderungskatalog-3-5-en-final.pdf

Activities QUARTS
LAB Working Group

List of External Proficiency Tests

Related to requirement 5.2 in the QUARTS Lab Requirements Specification, the QUARTS Working Group
compiled a list of available external proficiency tests.

UK-NEQAS: Andrology, Embriology.

QuaDeGa: Ejaculatediagnostics

Biologie Prospective, France: spermiology diagnosis

EQConline: Morphological Evaluations

EQE programmes: EPO proceedings

This list will also be made available on the SGRM website.
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https://gamete-expert.com/news/article-60.html?language=de
https://ukneqas.org.uk/programmes/result/?programme=andrology%3A-semen-analysis-%28sperm-motility%2C-concentration-%26-morphology%29
https://ukneqas.org.uk/programmes/result/?programme=embryology%3A-embryo-morphology%2C-time-lapse-annotation
https://www.quadega.de/
https://www.biologie-prospective.org/nCatalogueCam.aspx?a=2025
https://www.eqconline.org/novo/en/morphological-evaluations
https://www.epo.org/en/learning/eqe-epac/european-qualifying-examination-eqe

Update
QUARTS MED System

Development

The QUARTS MED system made significant progress this year. The catalogue of requirements has been
finalized and is now published, along with the certification procedure:

« QUARTS MED Requirements Specification V1.0

« QUARTS MED certification procedure

QUARTS MED was developed to provide clinical units in ART with an opportunity for systematic quality
assurance and quality development in the speciality.

The QUARTS MED catalogue of requirements is based on the following document groups / standards:

1.Reproductive Medicine Ordinance - FMedV - 1 September 2017

2.Reproductive Medicine Act, FMedG - 18 December 1998 (as at 1 September 2017)

3. The Maribor consensus: report of an expert meeting on the development of performance indicators for
clinical practice in ART - 2021

4.ESHRE Guidelines

5.1SO 9001:2018

QUARTS MED Certification Process

Certification Cycle Annual Reporting
The certification cycle spans a duration of five years, In addition to the audits, IVF clinical units are required to submit
during which IVF clinical units undergo regular annual reports to the certification body. These reports provide

assessments to maintain certification status. detailed insights into the clinical unit's activities, performance,
and any notable developments or improvements made

throughout the year.

Audits Key Performancy Indicators (KPIs)
‘Within this cycle, IVF clinical units are subjected to two Alongside the annual reports, clinical units are also
comprehensive audits conducted by the certification expected to submit Key Performance Indicators (KPis) to
body. These audits serve as critical evaluations of the the certification body. These KPIs offer quantitative metrics
clinical unit's adherence to quality standards and by which the clinical unit's performance can be assessed,
regulatory requirements. allowing for a systematic evaluation of its effectiveness and
efficiency.
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https://www.doc-cert.com/files/1142/20240719-quarts-med-anforderungskatalog-1-0.pdf
https://www.doc-cert.com/234/quarts/quarts-med-certification-procedure

Update
QUARTS MED System

QUARTS MED Auditors

The qualification criteria for QUARTS MED auditors were finalized in 2024. The QUARTS MED Certification
Body Doc-Cert successfully recruited one auditor who will commence duties with the pilot certifications.

Next steps

As a next step, two pilot centers will undergo certification. Interested centers are encouraged to contact the
QUARTS MED Certification Body Doc-Cert to learn more about participation in the certification process.
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mailto:u.wetter@doc-cert.ch
mailto:u.wetter@doc-cert.ch

OUTLOOK AND
FUTURE
PERSPECTIVE

Looking ahead, the QUARTS Working Groups
remain committed to:

1.Enhancing political acceptance: Strengthening
relationships with stakeholders to increase
the system’s recognition.

2.Implementing QUARTS MED: Certifying pilot
centers and expanding its adoption across
additional clinical units.

We thank all contributors for their continued
support and look forward to another productive
year.

CONTACT US

Dr. Oliver Sterthaus, Chairman QUARTS Working Group

osterthaus@fertisuisse.ch

Dr. med. Tanja Volm, Director Doc-Cert AG

t.volm@doc-cert.com

QUARTS Working Group Pictures: pexels.com




